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SPECIAL ISSUE "UKRAINIAN UNIVERSITIES IN NEW REALITIES: 10 YEARS OF WAR"

Alex Plastun (Ukraine), Serhiy Kozmenko (Ukraine)

STOLEN UKRAINIAN UNIVERSITIES:

AN INVISIBLE RUSSIAN WEAPON

Abstract

This paper explores the issue of “stolen” Ukrainian universities. Over 1,500 Ukrainian
educational and research organizations have been seized by Russia, including 289 high-
er education institutions such as universities, institutes, academies, colleges, and their
branches. These institutions are now exploited to further Russia’s geopolitical agenda
through propaganda, territorial annexation justification, and the assimilation of the
Ukrainian population in occupied regions. The study examines this using the following
examples: the perception of stolen Ukrainian universities as Russian entities by inter-
national organizations and academic communities; recognition of stolen Ukrainian
intellectual property as Russian, with silent approval or facilitation, such as the regis-
tration and confirmation of stolen Ukrainian academic journals by the International
ISSN Centre. The paper highlights the use of these stolen institutions’ resources as
propaganda tools, their role in ideological manipulation, and their contribution to the
assimilation of occupied territories. Recommendations include removing stolen uni-
versities from academic affiliations and databases, revoking ISSN registrations for sto-
len Ukrainian journals, and urging COPE to issue ethical guidelines for preventing col-
laboration with stolen universities. Additionally, it emphasizes the need for Ukrainian
authorities and the academic community to engage proactively with global publishing
institutions, database owners, and organizations handling publishing ethics to address
these challenges. By bringing attention to this “silent war on knowledge”, the paper
underscores the urgency of addressing the misuse of stolen academic institutions by
Russia to uphold the integrity of global academia and international law.

Keywords university, Russian-Ukrainian war, propaganda,
occupation, academic journal, authors, ISSN
JEL Classification H56, 120, N30, N40

INTRODUCTION

War in Ukraine, which started with the Russian annexation of Crimea
in 2014 and further intensified with the full-scale invasion in February
2022, has profound and multifaceted impacts on the Ukrainian aca-
demic sector. The war has not only resulted in widespread destruction
of physical infrastructure but has also caused murders of Ukrainian
scientists, disruption of the educational and research processes, and
thousands of displaced students and educators.

Before the war, Ukrainian universities were increasingly recognized
for their contributions to science, technology, and the humanities,
serving as hubs of innovation and cultural exchange. However, the
war has led to a catastrophic decline in the operational capacity of
these institutions. Universities have faced extensive physical damage
due to military actions, with many buildings destroyed or rendered
unusable. The destruction of libraries, laboratories, and research cen-
ters has severely hampered the ability of academic institutions to de-
liver quality education and conduct meaningful research.

There are many publications and reports devoted to assessing and es-
timating the damage Russia has done to Ukrainian academia (ERAC,
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2023; Vlasenko & Zelmanov, 2023; UNESCO, 2024; Haraschenko et al., 2024; Chumachenko, 2024;

Lyman & Moskovko, 2024).

Despite the significant amount of research into the damage Russia has done to Ukrainian science and
academia, there is one relatively unexplored issue: Ukrainian academic institutions stolen by Russia.
Since the illegal annexation of Crimea in 2014, a lot of Universities, research institutions, and their in-
frastructure, including academic journals, have been stolen by Russia. The problem significantly wors-
ened after the start of the full-scale invasion because additional regions were claimed by Russia as an-
nexed: Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia, and Kherson Oblasts.

1. LITERATURE REVIEW

Academicians explore the occupation of territo-
ries and related issues, which are regulated by in-
ternational law. In international law, a territory is
considered “occupied” when it is actually placed
under the authority of the hostile army (Bouchet-
Saulnier, 1998). Typical categories of discussion
include security, human rights, refugees, sanc-
tions, and violations of law. Robinson (1945) ex-
panded this list with a discussion of the transfer of
property in enemy-occupied territory.

Von Glahn (1957) explored additional aspects, ma-
ny of which have been neglected in previous works
on military occupation, including the status of
collective farms, currency and banking controls,
price levels, rationing, and guerrilla forces.

The issue of stolen universities and education un-
der occupation is relatively unexplored. Russian
aggression provides an unseen scale of the issue
and new forms of its consequences.

The Hague Convention (1907) imposes on occu-
pying powers the responsibility to respect and
maintain the institutions and services of occupied
territories, including educational establishments.
However, it is quite typical for occupants to vio-
late provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention.
Murphy (1999) reported that during Iraq’s occu-
pation of Kuwait in 1990, university libraries and
scientific laboratories were plundered.

In academic discourse, the appropriation of edu-
cational institutions during conflicts has been
examined under topics such as cultural heritage
protection, the impact of occupation on education,
and the legal frameworks governing the adminis-
tration of occupied territories.
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Redzik (2004) explored the case of Polish univer-
sities during the Second World War and showed
that the German occupying forces systematically
suppressed Polish academic life by closing uni-
versities, confiscating their assets, and persecut-
ing faculty and students. According to UNESCO
(1945), this was a typical approach from the oc-
cupying forces during WWIL: in countries like
Czechoslovakia and the Netherlands, universities
faced closures, staff dismissals, and strict censor-
ship. Occupants aimed to suppress national identi-
ties and resistance by controlling educational con-
tent and access. As for the occupation from the
Soviet side, Poland experienced a nationwide as-
similation to Soviet educational and cultural stan-
dards (Redzik, 2004).

In Ukraine, there is no single list of stolen
Ukrainian universities and research institutions.
According to Kubijovy¢ (2022), as of 2013, there
were about 100 scientific institutions conducting
fundamental research in Crimea, including 20
branches of the National Academy of Sciences of
Ukraine. Russia stole them all after the annexa-
tion of Crimea, including such famous ones as the
Crimean Astrophysical Observatory, the Marine
Hydrophysical Institute, the Institute of the
Biology of Southern Seas of the National Academy
of Sciences of Ukraine, the National Institute of
Grape Growing and Wine-making ‘Maharach’,
the Institute of Agriculture of Crimea, etc.

Most of these scientific research institutes became
part of the Russian Academy of Sciences, and the
saddest thing is that international organizations
like Scopus recognize them as Russian institutions:
Crimean Astrophysical Observatory RAS, Black
Sea Hydrophysical Proving Ground RAS, Marine
Hydrophysical Institute of RAS, “All-Russian
National Research Institute of Viticulture and

http://dx.doi.org/10.21511/ppm.23(2-5i).2025.11



Winemaking” Magarach “RAS”, A. O. Kovalevsky
Institute of Biology of the Southern Seas of Russian
Academy of Science, Nikitsky Botanical Gardens
- National Scientific Center of Russian Academy
of Sciences, Institute of Crimean Archaeology
(Scopus, 2024).

Accordingto Roache (2018), there were 16 Universities

in Crimea in 2013-14, with an overall number of stu-
dents up to 63,000. All these Universities and their
material base were stolen by Russia.

Russia has stolen nine Universities from Donetsk
Oblast and eight from Luhansk Oblast. According
to the National Institute for Strategic Studies, an
estimated $4.9 billion in educational infrastruc-
ture in the east was lost.

Based on data from Nosok (2024), since 2014, 19
institutions of higher education have been relocat-
ed, including one from the temporarily occupied
Crimea, as a result of the temporary occupation
of the territories of Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts
and the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, and the
city of Sevastopol.

Nosok (2024) claims that after the start of the full-
scale invasion, 31 institutions of higher educa-
tion and 94 institutions of professional pre-higher
state education, communal and private ownership
from temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine,
were able to organize their activities and educa-
tional process in new cities. As of November 1,
2023, 19,485 students are continuing their studies
in relocated educational institutions.

Occupants of the Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts
provide their own data right after the occupation
(Bredikhin, 2015). According to their data from
December 2014, there were 357 general education
institutions in the so-called LPR (occupied part
of the Luhansk Oblast) with a total of 77,348 stu-
dents. There were 6 universities with 32,553 stu-
dents. In the so-called DPR (occupied part of the
Donetsk Oblast), there were 534 schools with a to-
tal of 146,969 students. There were seven universi-
ties with a total of 44,749 students.

As can be seen, existing evidence is non-systemat-

ic, non-official, and rather mixed. Plus, the issue
of occupants using stolen Ukrainian universities
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is still unexplored. Most of the research activity
is concentrated on analyzing physical damage to
infrastructure and its estimations, as well as its in-
fluence on the research.

The material damage is quite severe. According
to the Vice-Rector of Kharkiv University, Anatoly
Babichev, the losses only to his university infra-
structure are preliminarily estimated at more than
100 million dollars (Vlasenko & Zelmanov, 2023).

According to UNESCO (2024), Ukraine’s public
science sector comprises about 450 research in-
stitutes and 140 universities. From February 2022
to January 2024, a total of 1,443 buildings belong-
ing to 177 institutions were damaged or destroyed.
$1.26 billion needed to restore public research in-
frastructure, including US$ 980.5 million for uni-
versities, responsible for 52% of public research.

However, not all losses can be assessed, as many
universities and scientific institutions are located
in territories temporarily occupied by the Russian
Federation.

Harashchenko et al. (2022) reported that right af-
ter the start of the full-scale invasion, 38.1% of
Ukrainian researchers have relocated within the
country, while an additional 14.7% are currently
abroad. UNESCO (2024) later updated the data:
12% of Ukrainian scientists and university teach-
ers had been forced to emigrate or relocate inter-
nally. About 30% of all Ukrainian scientists have
been forced to work remotely. Another 1,518 sci-
entists have volunteered for combat duty.

De Rassenfosse et al. (2023) highlight the profound
impact of the ongoing war in Ukraine on the
country’s scientific community. Many research-
ers have either emigrated or shifted to alternative
professions. For those who continue their work in
research, the destruction of civilian infrastructure
and the psychological toll of the conflict have the
potential to significantly hinder progress.

Chala (2024) explored the experience of the Balkan
Wars from 1991 to 1999 and showed that the de-
cline in scientific productivity could be driven not
only by the emigration of researchers but also by
the loss of scientific networks and isolation from
the international community.

153



Problems and Perspectives in Management, Volume 23, Issue 2, 2025

As of February 24, 2023, 3,151 educational in-
stitutions were damaged by shelling and bomb-
ing, of which 440 were destroyed (MESI, 2023).
Chumachenko (2024) claims that almost 3,500 ed-
ucational institutions have been damaged, and 365
have been destroyed completely (Chumachenko,
2024). Among the damaged institutions are 93
universities (Lyman & Moskovko, 2024).

A joint study by the World Bank, the Ukrainian
government, the European Union, and the United
Nations concluded that, as of February 2024, 21%
of Ukraine’s higher education institutions had
been damaged or destroyed during the ongoing
Russian invasion. For research institutions, the
rate rises to 31% (Carter, 2024).

Lutsenko et al. (2023) highlight that for research-
ers, key needs related to scientific activities dur-
ing the war include access to scholarly literature,
collaboration with research groups or colleagues,
participation in ongoing projects and planning
future research endeavors, as well as access to rel-
evant information and data.

Suchikova (2023) examines how occupations can
disrupt academic activities, highlighting how
Russia has repurposed university facilities and
imposed new curricula aligned with its ideologi-
cal goals. These actions not only disrupt the edu-
cational process but also reshape cultural and in-
tellectual landscapes to serve the occupiers’ objec-
tives. Science at Risk (2024) provides an additional
aspect related to academia under occupation: the
challenges of maintaining academic freedom un-
der occupation. Orzhel et al. (2023) explored the
issue of displaced universities and the challenges
they faced. They pointed out that Ukrainian au-
thorities have not developed a specific strategy for
dealing with such universities.

Dodonov (2016) identified an additional issue con-
cerning displaced universities from the occupied
territories: the existence of “duplicates,” where a
university with the same name operated simul-
taneously in both Ukraine-controlled territory
and Russian-occupied territory. Plastun (2025)
provides (in Ukrainian) the list of such “dupli-
cate universities” developed during this study, as
well as some universities that were temporarily
relocated, liquidated, or renamed. It also lists the
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Ukrainian regulations based on which the institu-
tional changes were made.

An additional issue that has not been explored in
the academic literature is the stolen Ukrainian
journals. They were part of the intellectual life of
universities in the occupied territories and were
seized by Russia along with Ukrainian universi-
ties. This could be part of a wider problem of hi-
jacked journals (Abalkina, 2021). Abalkina (2024)
thinks that this problem is a serious challenge to
scientific integrity due to the legitimization of un-
reliable papers. Brennan et al. (2004) claim that
universities play an important role in transform-
ing societies. This transformation includes the
economic, political, social, and cultural aspects.

By using the stolen Ukrainian universities, Russia
can exploit all these roles. It can use universities
as supporters of its political regime and provide
a ‘protected space’ where critique and opposition
could ferment. It can use the stolen universities to
provide personnel for institution-building in oc-
cupied territories. It can use the stolen universities
for the purposes of assimilation and propaganda,
using the cultural and social roles of universi-
ties by encouraging and facilitating new values,
and in training and socializing members of new
Russian society. These and other aspects of sto-
len Ukrainian universities are out of the research
scope.

This paper aims to explore the issue of stolen
Ukrainian universities and show how Russia uses
them as a tool of propaganda and assimilation.

2. METHODOLOGY

The term “stolen university” is not widely recog-
nized or defined in international law or academic
literature. In this paper, the term “stolen univer-
sity” refers to a Ukrainian institution of higher
education that, as a direct consequence of Russia’s
occupation of Ukrainian territory, has been forc-
ibly deprived of its core assets. These deprivations
include:

o Material Property: The university’s physical

infrastructure and tangible resources have
been seized or rendered inaccessible.

http://dx.doi.org/10.21511/ppm.23(2-5i).2025.11



o Human Capital: The academic community,
including faculty, staff, and students, has been
displaced, coerced, or otherwise impacted,
leading to a loss of their capacity to contribute
to the university.

o Intellectual Property: The university’s unique
intellectual output, encompassing academic
journals, archives, research data, conference
proceedings, and media resources, has been
appropriated or rendered unavailable for its
intended use.

Official data on stolen universities are mixed
and non-systemized. The Ministry of Education
and Science of Ukraine (MESI) was requested
to receive up-to-date official data. MES]I, in turn,
has requested the State Enterprise “Inforesurs”,
which is in charge of the Unified State Electronic
Database on Education (USEDE) — an automated
system for collecting, certifying, processing, stor-
ing, and protecting data, including personal data,
regarding providers and recipients of educational
services in Ukraine).

“Inforesurs,” based on USEDE data, created two
lists of educational institutions located or re-
located in 2014-2024 from Luhansk, Donetsk,
Zaporizhzhia, Kherson, Kharkiv Oblasts, and the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea.

In accordance with paragraph 10 of Section IV of
the Regulations on the Unified State Electronic
Database on Education, approved by order of the
Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine
dated June 8, 2018 No. 620, registered with the
Ministry of Justice of Ukraine on October 5, 2018
under No. 1132/32584, the authorized entities en-
sure, in particular, the reliability, accuracy, and
completeness of the information contained in
USEDE, as well as the timeliness of its entry.

The first list consists of 1,536 titles and includes in-
stitutions of higher education, secondary education,
postgraduate education, research institutions, and
education management authorities. This list is used
in the paper to provide a general analysis of all edu-
cational and research organizations institutions that
were located or relocated in 2014-2024 from Luhansk,
Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia, Kherson, Kharkiv Oblasts,
and the Autonomous Republic of Crimea.

http://dx.doi.org/10.21511/ppm.23(2-5i).2025.11
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The second list consists of 443 titles of higher edu-
cation institutions. The paper uses this list to ex-
plore the issue of “stolen universities.”

Potential limitations of the above datasets are that
the data is based on applications that voluntarily
conclude an agreement with USEDE. That is, it is
possible that not all of the educational/research
organizations have been taken into account.

According to USEDE methodology, universities
belong to the category “institutions of higher edu-
cation.” This category includes not only universi-
ties but also academies, institutes, branches, and
faculties of the universities and colleges. That is
why in this paper, “universities” refers to all ele-
ments of the USEDE category “institutions of
higher education”.

USEDE uses two options to classify the status of in-
stitutions in the occupied territories: “the institution
is moved to controlled territory” and “the institution
is blocked.” This paper uses these statuses as a pa-
rameter to identify that the institution was stolen.

Potential issues regarding such an approach. In
some cases, the institution was blocked because
it was not stolen by Russia, but for economic or
other reasons, in some cases before the full scale.
In addition, some territories, for example, parts
of Kharkiv and Kherson Oblasts, were recovered
by Ukrainian armed forces and are currently un-
der Ukrainian control. Such entries were removed
from the final database and left only those re-
cords that can be treated as stolen (independently
of what Russia has done with such institutions —
closed them or reorganized or used as they were).

After all the above procedures, the final data set
with institutions of higher education situated in
the occupied territories was created. It consists of
289 titles.

The desk research method is applied to explore
how Russia uses stolen universities. It includes
collecting, analyzing, and synthesizing existing
information from secondary sources: publications
in press and media, official sites of stolen univer-
sities (both Russian and Ukrainian), and stolen
journals. The Scopus and ISSN databases are also
explored.
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3. RESULTS

Overall, 1,536 educational institutions were lo-
cated or relocated in 2014-2024 from the Luhansk,
Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia, Kherson, Kharkiv Oblasts,
and the Autonomous Republic of Crimea. This
number includes all types of educational facilities
and education management authorities, from in-
stitutions of higher education to departments of
education of city councils (Table 1). Figure 1 pro-
vides the structure of stolen institutions of higher
education by type.

Table 1. All types of educational facilities
and education management authorities situated
on occupied territories as of January 1, 2025

' Number,
Type of educational facilit : L
yp y units
Institution of Higher Education B YA
..... tion of General Secondal ation | .i..100
_Institution of Postgraduate Education i 1
Institution of Vocational (Professional-Technical)
R 448

Institution of Professional Pre-Higher Education  : 152

_Other Institutions e B
Other Educational Institution Providing Vocational
(Professional-Technical) Education =

stitute (Institutio

78

32
3B
1536

Overall

As can be seen, the majority of higher education
institutions belong to the category “College” (45%
or 131 of 289). The next most common elements
are “Branch of university” (18% or 53 elements),

“Institute” (16% or 45 units), and “University” (11%

or 31 units), which are the third most common
types. Other types include academies, branches of
institutes, and faculties of universities.

Figure 2 provides the geographical structure of
stolen institutions of higher education. The regions

0% 5% 10% 15%

College
Branch of university
Institute
University I 11%
I 5%
3%
Ml 2%

Faculty of university
Academy
Branch of institute

20%

that suffered the most are Donetsk Oblast (105 in-
stitutions were stolen by Russia), the Republic of
Crimea (88), and Luhansk Oblast (64). Kherson
and Zaporizhzhia Oblasts have lost 18 and 14 in-
stitutions of higher education, respectively.

Of the 289 titles of stolen institutions of higher ed-
ucation, 242 were “blocked,” and 53 were “moved.”
6 cases were identified when “moved” institutions
were “blocked” afterward, meaning they do not
exist anymore.

Status “blocked” means that the institution of
higher education at this moment does not provide
any activity or is already liquidated. The reasons
for the “blocked” status are provided in Table 2.

Table 2. Reasons for the “blocked” status

. Number

Reason : : Share
: of cases
Liquidated T
Temporary Suspension of Access . s 7%
Suspension of Activity S VO

Terminated 2%

Reorganization

Located in Temporarily Occupied

0,
Territory o D
Other ST S NO..L.
Overall 242 100%

The main reason for the stoppage of activity by the
institution of higher education is location in tem-
porarily occupied territory (65% of cases) or total
liquidation (14%). In some cases, institutions were
reorganized (9%).

The annexation of Ukrainian territories by Russia
has caused severe damage to the Ukrainian aca-
demic sphere: material losses, human losses, intel-
lectual losses, etc. But this is not the only problem.
After Russia stole Ukrainian universities, it started
using them against Ukraine.

25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%

. 45 %
I 13%
I 16%

Figure 1. Structure of stolen institutions of higher education by type of education organization
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Ukraine

22%

Luhansk
Oblast

36%
Donetsk
Oblast

Zaporizhzhia
Oblast

Kherson

. Autonomous
Republic
of Crimea

Figure 2. Geographical structure of stolen institutions of higher education

Stolen academia is widely used for the purposes of
Russian propaganda, justification of annexation of
Ukrainian territories, and the assimilation of the
Ukrainian population in the occupied territories.

Appendices provide a detailed analysis of how it
works for concrete stolen Ukrainian universities
from different occupied regions: Crimean University
(Appendix A), Donetsk University (Appendix B),
and Luhansk University (Appendix C).

3.1. Issue #1. Ukrainian Universities/
territories are marked as Russian
by international organizations;
as aresult, they are present
in the international academic
sphere

Plastun et al. (2024a), using the Scopus database,

showed that there is a systematic issue of misrepre-

senting Ukrainian territories as part of the Russian

Federation in academic publications. The fraction

of publications affected depends on the duration
of the occupation by the Russian Federation and

http://dx.doi.org/10.21511/ppm.23(2-5i).2025.11

the claimed annexation date. It is over 90% for
the cities in Crimea, which were temporarily oc-
cupied and claimed to be annexed by Russia in
2014, versus 50% for Donetsk and Luhansk, tem-
porarily occupied in 2014 but claimed to be an-
nexed only in 2022. For Mariupol (temporarily
occupied by Russia since 2022), it remained zero
in 2022, rising to 4% in 2023, which is an unfortu-
nate trend. An interesting case is Kherson, which
was briefly occupied for a few months in 2022. No
publications affiliated Kherson with the Russian
Federation in 2022 and 2023, but in 2024 (two
years after Ukraine liberated it), two articles ap-
peared in Scopus-indexed journals.

The heart of the problem is that international
journals choose to accept publications with prob-
lematic affiliations. The majority of such pub-
lications are published in Russian journals by
Russian publishers. But over 30% of the publica-
tions with problematic affiliations in 2023 were
propagated through international publishers,
heavily dominated by Springer Nature/Pleiades
(Germany/USA), followed by MDPI (Switzerland),
EDP Science (France), IEEE (USA) and Elsevier
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(Netherlands). Individual publications appeared in
ASV Publishing, CSIRO, MM Publishing, Science
Press, Wolters Kluwer Medknow Publications,
and World Scientific.

Most publishers” position can be summarized as
“territorial and political neutrality.” This means
they totally ignore the issue of stolen Ukrainian
universities and occupied territories and are ready
to provide misinformation on their official sites.

As a result, on official sites of publishers like
Springer, Taylor, and Francis, scientometric data-
bases like Scopus/Wos, and academic social net-
works like ResearchGate or Academia.edu, there
are thousands of cases where Ukrainian territo-
ries are marked as the Russian Federation and sto-
len Ukrainian Universities are mentioned as au-
thors” actual affiliations.

3.2. Issue #2. International ISSN
Centre and legalization of stolen

Ukrainian journals
The ISSN, an international organization responsi-
ble for registering academic journals, has decided

not to adhere to ISO 3166. As a result, it registers
Russian journals in occupied Ukrainian territo-

AN

LSSN ™
PORTAL

ries (Crimea, Donetsk, and Luhansk Oblasts). No
compliance measures have been taken, and no
sanctions have been imposed against these jour-
nals for spreading propaganda.

As a result, stolen Ukrainian journals are present
in the international academic sphere. In this paper,
the term “stolen Ukrainian journals” refers to aca-
demic journals seized by Russia and the universities
to which they were affiliated. This includes the un-
lawful appropriation of their archives, ISSN num-
bers, editorial boards, and other intellectual assets.

For example, Russia has stolen two Ukrainian
journals: “Uchonyye zapiski Tavricheskogo nat-
sionalnogo universiteta imeni V. I. Vernadskogo™
seriya “Filosofiya. Kulturologiya. Politologiya.
Sotsiologiya” [“Scientific Notes of the Taurida
National V.I. Vernadsky University™ Series
“Philosophy. Cultural Studies. Political Science.
Sociology”] (KB No. 15718-4189P dated
September 28, 2009) and “Uchonyye zapiski
Tavricheskogo natsionalnogo universiteta imeni
V. I. Vernadskogo™ seriya “Problemy pedagogiki
sredney i vysshey shkoly” [“Scientific Notes of
the Taurida National V.I. Vernadsky University™
Series “Problems of Pedagogy of Secondary and
Higher Schools”] (KB No. 19680-9480P dated

PUBLISHERS' DISCOVER SEARCH KEEPERS
AREA ISSN SERVICES OPEN ACCESS RESOURCES REGISTRY

Home > Search resulls Record

2413-1709

ISSN or title l

Key-title Ucenye zapiski Krymskogo federal'nogo universiteta imeni V.I. Ver go. Sociologia ika, psihologia

tus: Due to the current exceptional situation, the ISSN International Centre has taken responsibility for this record

Ugenye zapiski Krymskogo federal'nogo universiteta imeni V.I. Vernadskogo. YueHsle 3anuckil KpsIMCKOTO (hefiepansHoro yHneepcuTeTa

1€
A ldentifiers
2413-1709

N
2413-1709
v m nfor o Copyright S

Link e V1. BepHanckoro. Sociologia, pedagogika, psihologia. CoLnonoris, neaarorika, NCXonora
@il Country: Ukraine
Medium: Print
N\

date: 04/12/2024

ble of the record. CIEPS

ISSN
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January 25, 2013) and created in 2015 a new journal

“Scientific Notes of V.I. Vernadsky Crimean Federal
University. Sociology. Pedagogy. Psychology” (IIM
Ne ®C77-61813 from May 18, 2015). All the pre-
vious archives of both Ukrainian journals were
stolen and are present on the website' of this new
journal). Somehow in 2015, this journal received
ISSN number 2413-1709* (see Figure 3).

It is unclear how a stolen journal from an occu-
pied territory received international registra-
tion. ISSN refused to comment on this issue. In
addition, ISSN has confirmed the ISSN numbers
of Ukrainian journals for years despite the fact
that some were stolen and not controlled by their
founders.

For example, Russia stole the journal “Scientific
Bulletin: finance, banking, investment” in 2015.
Despite this, ISSN for 10 years confirmed the re-
cord 2312-5330, which belongs to the Ukrainian
journal “Naukovii visnyk: finansy, banky, inves-
titsii” This record® is still active in 2025.

Moreover, stolen universities are used as an instru-
ment of Russian propaganda. Plastun et al. (2024a)

1 https://sn-spp.cfuv.ru/arhiv-1995-2014-gg/
2 https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2413-1709
3 https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2312-5330
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defined the following forms of Russian propagan-
da within the academic environment with the use
of stolen universities:

o Spread of Russian propaganda narratives to
support its aggression against Ukraine: This ap-
pears in academic papers that justify and sup-
port Russia’s actions published by authors from
the stolen universities (Plastun et al., 2024).

o Support and justification of aggression by the
stolen universities or their representatives
(Plastun & Makarenko, 2024).

o Stolen Universities are actively involved in
Russian efforts to assimilate the Ukrainian pop-
ulation on occupied territories. For these pur-
poses, different instruments are used: Russian
textbooks used in the educational process,
events organized by Russia where students from
stolen universities are involved, academic mobil-
ity within Russia (students from stolen universi-
ties can study in Russian universities), etc.

Human Rights Watch (HRW, 2024) documented vi-
olations of international law by the Russian authori-
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ties in relation to the right to education in formerly
occupied areas of Ukraine’s Kharkiv Oblasts and
other Oblasts that remain under Russian occupation.

Russia has created a special “university changes” pro-
gram to recruit Ukrainian schoolchildren from the
TOT. In 2024, about 3,700 children from the occu-
pied Donetsk region were taken for excursions and
consultations on admission to Russian universities
(Zelenetska, 2024).

Russians have deported more than 20,000 Ukrainian
children for “re-education” under the “University
Sessions” program, according to research by the
Almenda Centre of Civil Education. “University
Sessions” is one of the projects of educational pro-
grams used by Russia to form the so-called “Russian
identity” in children from the temporarily occupied
parts of the Luhansk, Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia, and
Kherson Oblasts (Lychko et al., 2024).

Almenda has identified 81 Russian universities
where the so-called University Sessions are imple-
mented. Among them are stolen Ukrainian univer-
sities — V.I. Vernadsky Crimean Federal University*®
and Sevastopol State University®.

The President of the Russian Union of Rectors,
Rector of Moscow University V.A. Sadovnichy spoke
at the opening of the First Forum of Educational
Organizations of Russia, the Donetsk and Luhansk
People’s Republics, which took place in Rostov-on-
Don from June 3 to 5, 2022. Its goal is to facilitate
the rapid integration of universities of the Donetsk
People’s Republic and the Luhansk People’s Republic
into the educational space of the Russian Federation
(Moscow State University, 2022a).

Rector of the University Viktor Sadovnichy: “This
year we accepted 115 [applicants] — these are the
children of those who participated in the military
actions, and those who participated themselves.
Another hundred, or even several, we transfer from
other universities, if they ask, from universities in
new territories or other universities, we also trans-
fer them, despite the lack of places” (Moscow State
University, 2023; Moscow State University, 2022b).

New history textbooks with an operation in Ukraine
were presented in Moscow. The goal of the military
operation in Ukraine is stated in the textbook as “the
defense of Donbas and the preemptive provision of
Russia’s security” (RBC, 2023).

From November 25 to December 6, 2023, the Winter
School on Financial Security was held. Students
in grades 9-11 attended from different regions of
the Russian Federation, including the Luhansk
and Donetsk People’s Republics, the Zaporizhzhia
and Kherson Oblasts, the Republic of Crimea, and
Sevastopol. More than half of the participants rep-
resented “new territories” - Institute of Physics
Named After P.N. Lebedev of the Russian Academy
of Sciences (The Lebedev Physical Institute, 2023).

4. DISCUSSION

The most obvious form of responsibility for such
actions could be sanctions: against Russian in-
stitutions that have participated in the theft or
illegal use of resources of the stolen universities;
against those Russian universities that were cre-
ated on the basis of the stolen Ukrainian univer-
sities; against those academic journals that were
stolen among with the Ukrainian universities;
against those international organizations/insti-
tutions that collaborate with Russian copies of
the stolen Ukrainian universities and academic
journals as well.

Despite more than 22,000 different sanctions
against Russia, the academic sphere is still relative-
ly untouched. Key arguments against sanctions
are as follows: science is out of politics; sanctions
might disrupt a free flow of thoughts and might
punish innocents; Russian science is an essential
element of global science, and sanctions might
hurt worldwide science and human development;
overall, sanctions are costly and inefficient.

Chumachenko et al. (2022) claim that neutrality
is inapplicable. Russia’s unjustifiable military in-
vasion of Ukraine is unprecedented; it requires
unprecedented reactions from the world scientific
community.

4 https://kianews24.ru/news/prepodavateli-kfu-chitayut-lekcii-shkol/

5  https://crimeapress.info/universitetskie-smeny-shkolniki-donbassa-proydut-obuchenie-v-krymu/

6  https://sevastopol.bezformata.com/listnews/sevgu-startovali-universitetskie-smeni/106774407/
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A proper discussion is needed to change the existing
consensus: if there is a crime, there should be a punish-
ment. Itis not about politics; it is about justice. However,
sanctions are not the only option on the table.

Plastun et al. (2024a) provide the following potential
solution: academic journals, publishers, and sciento-
metric databases should monitor the material pub-
lished on their websites to prevent the publication,
indexing, and display of Russian propaganda related
to its appropriation of Ukrainian territories.

Plastun and Makarenko (2024) believe that a
sharp increase in reputational risks for interna-
tional organizations (publishers, scientometric da-
tabases, etc.) caused by the growth of attention to
these issues within the academic community and
publications in media can be a reason to review
cooperation with Russian academic institutions
and journals and may cause the implementation
of their compliance to prevent using science as a
tool of propaganda.

The first step to fix the problem might include the
following:

o  DPublishers/database owners should stop men-
tioning stolen universities in affiliations since
they officially do not exist.

Problems and Perspectives in Management, Volume 23, Issue 2, 2025

o  DPublishers/database owners should stop mark-
ing Ukrainian territories as Russia.

o  The International ISSN Center should cancel the
registration of stolen Ukrainian journals and
media.

o  COPE should issue guidance for journals/pub-
lishers on collaborating with stolen Ukrainian
Universities/Facilities/Journals.

It is worth mentioning the example of a responsible
position taken by the international publisher Brill re-
garding the Russian journal “Scrinium.” Right after
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine started, Brill
contacted the chief editor of “Scrinium” directly to
clarify his position regarding the war and its rela-
tionship with the RAS. After successfully ensuring
compliance, Brill decided to continue publishing
“Scrinium.” Additionally, Brill ensures that it does
not accept funding from the Russian Federation.

Ukrainian authorities should take a more proactive
position and initiate discussions with leading inter-
national publishers (Springer, Elsevier, Taylor and
Francis, MDPI, etc.), database owners (Clarivate,
Elsevier), and related organizations (COPE,
International ISSN Center, and others) regarding
these issues.

CONCLUSION

This paper examines the phenomenon of “stolen Ukrainian universities” and their instrumentaliza-
tion by Russia to undermine Ukraine. A total of 289 universities, their branches, academies, colleges,
and affiliated institutes have been effectively seized by Russia following the annexation of Ukrainian
territories during 2014-2024 from Luhansk, Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia, Kherson, Kharkiv Oblasts, and
the Autonomous Republic of Crimea. The majority of these institutions are located in the Republic of
Crimea (31%) and Donetsk Oblast (36%).

The findings reveal that the stolen academic institutions serve multiple purposes for Russia. These institu-
tions are leveraged to legitimize the annexation of Ukrainian territories in the international sphere and
spread Russian propaganda; they play a critical role in assimilating the Ukrainian population in occupied
territories through the manipulation of educational content and the suppression of Ukrainian identity.

Some international organizations inadvertently list these stolen universities as Russian entities, thereby
legitimizing Russia’s occupation. The International ISSN Centre has registered stolen Ukrainian jour-
nals under Russian entities, allowing them to circulate within the global academic community.

To address these issues and mitigate their impact, this paper proposes several steps, including imposing
sanctions on the Russian counterparts of stolen universities, ceasing to list stolen universities in affilia-
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tions, avoiding the labeling of Ukrainian territories as part of Russia in publications and databases, and
revoking the registration of journals and media originating from stolen Ukrainian universities.

AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS

Conceptualization: Alex Plastun.

Data curation: Alex Plastun.
Formal analysis: Alex Plastun.
Investigation: Alex Plastun.
Methodology: Alex Plastun.

Project administration: Serhiy Kozmenko.

Resources: Serhiy Kozmenko.
Supervision: Serhiy Kozmenko.
Validation: Alex Plastun.
Visualization: Serhiy Kozmenko.

Writing - original draft: Alex Plastun, Serhiy Kozmenko.
Writing - review & editing: Alex Plastun, Serhiy Kozmenko.

REFERENCES

1. Abalkina, A. (2021). Detecting a
network of hijacked journals by its
archive. Scientometrics 126, 7123-
7148. https://doi.org/10.1007/
s11192-021-04056-0

2. Abalkina, A. (2024). Challenges
posed by hijacked journals in
Scopus. Journal of the Associa-
tion for Information Science and
Technology, 75(4), 395-422. https://
doi.org/10.1002/asi.24855

3. Bouchet-Saulnier, F. (1998). The
practical guide to humanitar-
ian law. Paris: Doctors Without
Borders.

4.  Bredikhin, A. (2015, Janu-
ary 16). Sisterna obrazovanija v
DNR i LNR: Ispytanija i razvitie
[Education system in the DPR
and LPR: Testing and develop-
ment]. Fund for Support and
Protection of the Rights of
Compatriots Living Abroad. (In
Russian). Retrieved from https://
pravfond.ru/press-tsentr/stati/
sistema_obrazovaniya_v_dnr_i_
Inr_ispytaniya_i_razvitie_1010/

5. Brennan, ], King, R., & Lebeau,
Y. (2004). The role of universities
in the transformation of societies:
an international research project.
London: Centre for Higher Educa-
tion Research and Information/
Association of Commonwealth
Universities.

162

10.

Carter, D. (2024, March 1). One
in five HE institutions damaged or
destroyed in war. University World

News. Retrieved from https://www.

universityworldnews.com/post.
php?story=20240301072602780

Chala, N. (2024, January 26). Im-
pact of war on science and academ-
ic communities: Vulnerability and
responsibility of scientists. Science
at Risk. Retrieved from https://
scienceatrisk.org/story/impact-
of-war-on-science-and-academic-
communities-vulnerability-and-
responsibility-of-scientists

Chumachenko, D. (2024, March
27). The silent casualty - How the
Russian war is eroding Ukraine’s
scientific potential. Wonk HE. Re-
trieved from https://wonkhe.com/
blogs/the-silent-casualty-how-the-
russian-war-is-eroding-ukraines-
scientific-potential/

Chumachenko, D., Bilous, O.,
Sherengovsky, D., & Zarembo, K.
(2022). Russian universities must
suffer tougher sanctions. Times
Higher Education. www.timeshigh-
ereducation.com/blog/russian-
universities-must-suffer-tougher-
sanctions

Council of the European Union.
(2023). ERAC Report on the role
of Research and Innovation in
Ukraine’s Recovery. Retrieved from

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/
doc/document/ST-10034-2023-
INIT/en/pdf

11. de Rassenfosse, G., Murovana, T.,
& Uhlbach, W.-H. (2023). The ef-
fects of war on Ukrainian research.
Humanities and Social Sciences
Communications, 10, Article 856.
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-
023-02346-x

12. Dodonov, R. (2016). Peremish-

cheni vyshchi navchalni zaklady
- Novyi fenomen v ukrainskii

osviti [Relocated higher education
institutions are a new phenom-
enon in Ukrainian education].
In Znannia. Osvita. Osvichenist.
(In Ukrainian). Retrieved from
https://conferences.vntu.edu.ua/
index.php/znanosv/znanosv2016/
paper/viewFile/1524/1244

13.  Donetsk State University.
(2024a, December 12). Sotrud-
niki juridicheskogo fakul’teta
okazali pomoshh’ voinam SVO
[Members of the Faculty of
Law provided assistance to the
soldiers of the SVO]. (In Russian).
Retrieved from https://news.
donnu.ru/2024/12/12/sotrudniki-
yuridicheskogo-fakulteta-okazali-
pomoshh-voinam-svo/

14. Donetsk State University. (2024b,
December 7). Jeksperty obsudili
istoricheskoe znachenie Russkoj

http://dx.doi.org/10.21511/ppm.23(2-5i).2025.11



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

vesny [Experts discussed the his-
torical significance of the Russian
Spring]. (In Russian). Retrieved
from https://news.donnu.
ru/2024/12/07/eksperty-obsudili-
istoricheskoe-znachenie-russkoj-
vesny/

Gerhard, V. G. (1957). The occupa-
tion of enemy territory: A com-
mentary on the law and practice of
belligerent occupation. Minneapo-
lis: University of Minnesota Press.

Hague Convention (IV). (1907).
Respecting the laws and customs of
war on land and its annex: Regula-
tions concerning the laws and
customs of war on land. Retrieved
from https://ihl-databases.icrc.org

Haraschenko, N., Pravdyva, O.,
Skorokhod, O., Vasylieva, N.,
Pareniuk, O., Horokhovatska, M.,
Omelianenko, V., & Tsyplitska, O.
(2024). Transforming the research
and innovation system for post-war
recovery (White Paper 2024).
Science at Risk. Retrieved from
https://scienceatrisk.org/storage/Ip
/125/282ae32642520ad8022db5516
36b69c6de3bc0d4e.pdf

Harashchenko, N., Hladchenko,
L., Korytnikova, N., Lutsenko, A.,
Moskotina, R., & Pravdyva, O.
(2022). Ukrainian researchers in
times of war. Results of survey. UA-
Science. Reload. Retrieved from
https://www.uascience-reload.
org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/
UAS.R-Presentation-Results-Eng-
lish-June-2022.pdf

Human Rights Watch (HRW).
(2024, June 20). Ukraine: Forced
Russified education under oc-
cupation. Retrieved from https://
www.hrw.org/news/2024/06/20/
ukraine-forced-russified-educa-
tion-under-occupation

Kubijovy¢, V., Miller, M., Ohlob-
lyn, O., Stebelsky, 1., & Zhukovsky,
A. (2022). Crimea. In Internet
Encyclopedia of Ukraine. Retrieved
from https://www.encyclopediao-
fukraine.com/display.asp?linkpa
th=pages%5CC%5CR%5CCrim
ea.htm

Luhansk State Medical University
named after St. Luke. (2024a, De-
cember 18). Akcija Volontjorskogo
otrjada “Dobrodetel” [Action of
the Volunteer Unit “Virtue”]. (In

http://dx.doi.org/10.21511/ppm.23(2-5i).2025.11

Problems and Perspectives in Management, Volume 23, Issue 2, 2025

Russian). Retrieved from https://
lgmuru.tmweb.ru/students/news/
aktsiya-volontyerskogo-otryada-
dobrodetel/

Luhansk State Medical Univer-
sity named after St. Luke. (2024b,
December 17). Patrioticheskaja
akcija “Pozdrav geroja s Novym
godom” [Patriotic action “Congrat-
ulate a hero on the New Year”]. (In
Russian). Retrieved from https://
lgmuru.tmweb.ru/students/news/
patrioticheskaya-aktsiya-pozdrav-
geroya-s-novym-godom/

Luhansk State Medical Univer-
sity named after St. Luke. (2024c,
February 21). “Svoih ne brosaem!”
[“We Don’t Abandon Our People”].
(In Russian). Retrieved from
https://lgmuru.tmweb.ru/students/
news/svoikh-ne-brosaem-/

Lutsenko, A., Harashchenko, N.,
Hladchenko, L., Korytnikova, N.,
Moskotina, R., & Pravdyva, O.
(2023). The results of the survey on
the needs of Ukrainian scientists
(First wave report) (Research Paper
No. 23-03). Max Planck Institute
for Innovation & Competition.
Retrieved from https://papers.ssrn.
com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_
id=4335098

Lychko, T., Vorobyova, A., Suliali-
na, M., Shapoval, O., & Okhredko,
O. (2024). The “University sessions”
program as the instrument for the
indoctrination and destruction of
the Ukrainian identity of children
and youth from the temporarily
occupied territories (Analytical re-

port) (78 p.). Kyiv: CCE “Almenda”
Lyman, L., & Moskovko, M. (2024).

Systematising the practises and
recommendations of Ukrainian
institutions with damaged and
destroyed research infrastructure:
Methods of calculations of losses,
recovery needs, fundrasing, and
feedback on data collection (White
Paper). Science at Risk. Retrieved
from https://scienceatrisk.org/
storage/lp/130/2102f61a383500f47
105bd0f58cfF7c83f57f6€9.pdf

Ministry of Education and Science
of Ukraine (MESI). (2023, Febru-
ary). Overview of the current state
of education and science in Ukraine
under russian aggression. Re-
trieved from https://drive.google.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

com/file/d/1cpn2M9_v7SK9idki-
U42h1j9y8s2CFDALt/view

Moscow State University. (2022a,
June 4). Pervyj forum obrazovatel-
nyh organizacij Rossii i Donbassa
[First forum of educational orga-
nizations of Russia and Donbass].
(In Russian). Retrieved from
https://msu.ru/news/novosti-mgu/
pervyy-forum-obrazovatelnykh-
organizatsiy-rossii-i-donbassa.
html?sphrase_id=3851830

Moscow State University. (2022b,
August 9). “Prishla horoshaja
smena”. V Moskve proshla onlajn-
press-konferencija rektora MGU
im. M.V. Lomonosova akademika
Viktora Sadovnichego [“A good
change has come.” Lomonosov
Moscow State University’s Rector,
Academician Viktor Sadovnichy
held an online press conference in
Moscow]. (In Russian). Retrieved
from https://msu.ru/press/
smiaboutmsu/prishla-khorosha-
ya-smena-v-moskve-proshla-
onlayn-press-konferentsiya-rek-
tora-mgu-im-m-v-lomonosova-a.
html?sphrase_id=3851831

Moscow State University. (2023,
August 30). MGU prinjal v jetom
godu 115 abiturientov-uchastnikov
SVO I ih detej [MSU accepted

115 SWO applicants and their
children this year]. (In Russian).
Retrieved from https://msu.ru/
press/smiaboutmsu/mgu-prinyal-
v-etom-godu-115-abiturientov-
uchastnikov-svo-i-ikh-detey.
html?sphrase_id=3851831

Murphy, C. (1999). Crimes of

war: What the public should know.
In R. Gutman & D. Rieff (Eds.),
Crimes of war: What the public
should know (p. 264). New York/
London: W.W. Norton & Co.

Nosok, V. (2024, March 11). “The
main thing is not the walls, the
main thing is the people” - Dis-
placed universities in a war zone.
Wonk HE. Retrieved from https://
wonkhe.com/blogs/the-main-
thing-is-not-the-walls-the-main-
thing-is-the-people-displaced-
universities-in-a-war-zone/
Orzhel, O., Trofymenko, M.,
Porkuian, O., Drach, 1., Halhash,

R., & Stoyka, A. (2023). Displaced
universities in Ukraine: Chal-

163



Problems and Perspectives in Management, Volume 23, Issue 2, 2025

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

lenges and optimal development
models. European Journal of
Education, 58(4), 629-646. https://
doi.org/10.1111/ejed.12581

Plastun, A. (2025). Supplementary
information to “Stolen Ukrainian
Universities: An invisible russian
weapon”. Zenodo. https://doi.
org/10.5281/zenodo.14766988

Plastun, A., & Makarenko, I.
(2024). International academic
collaboration with Russian war
supporters (16 p.). Sumy State
University. Retrieved from https://
researchportal.helsinki.fi/en/pub-
lications/international-academic-
collaboration-with-russian-war-
supporters

Plastun, O., Makarenko, I., & Ber-
ger-Hrynova, T. (2024a). Science
vs Propaganda: The case of Russia
(15 p.). Sumy State University:
CNRS. Retrieved from https://hal.
science/hal-04669865v1/docu-
ment

Plastun, O., Makarenko, I., & Ber-
ger-Hrynova, T. (2024b). Potemkin
village of Russian science: The case
of Editorial Boards (11 p.). Sumy
State University: CNRS. Retrieved

from https://thinktank.sumdu.edu.

ua/images/analytics/3.%20Edito-
rial%20boards.pdf

RBC. (2023, August 7). V Moskve
pokazali novye uchebniki po istorii
s operaciej na Ukraine [Moscow

showed new history textbooks with

operation in Ukraine]. (In Russian).

Retrieved from https://www.rbc.
ru/politics/07/08/2023/64d1016a9
a794763ffc7ab63

Redzik, A. (2004). Polish univer-
sities during the Second World
War. Retrieved from http://www.
gomezurdanez.com/polonia/ad-
amredzikpolishuniversitas.pdf?i=1

Roache, M. (2018, August 10). The
forgotten story behind Crimea’s
only displaced university. Atlantic
Council. Retrieved from https://
www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/
ukrainealert/the-forgotten-story-
behind-crimea-s-only-displaced-
university/

Robinson, J. (1954). Transfer of
property in enemy occupied terri-
tory. American Journal of Interna-
tional Law, 39(2), 216-230. https://
doi.org/10.2307/2192342

164

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

Science at Risk. (2024). Academia
in Ukraine in times of war: Under-
standing the status quo, challenges,
and support needs (Science at Risk
Monitoring Report). Retrieved
from https://science-at-risk.org/
wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Re-
port_Ukraine_2024.pdf

Scopus. (2024). Russian Academy
of Sciences. Retrieved from https://
WWWw.scopus.com/pages/organizati
on/60021331#tab=structure

Suchikova, Y. (2023). Invisible
lives: Occupied cities as a blind
spot in geopolitical research. Geo-
politics under Globalization, 5(1),
35-45. https://doi.org/10.21511/
gg.05(1).2024.03

The Crimean Federal Univer-

sity named after V.I. Verna-

dsky. (2024a, December 18). V
Tavricheskom kolledzhe Krymskogo
federal’nogo universiteta imeni
V.I.Vernadskogo prohodit sbor
novogodnih podarkov dlja bojcov
special’noj voennoj operacii [The
Tavricheskiy College of the Crimean
Federal University named after V.I.
Vernadsky is collecting New Year
gifts for the soldiers of the special
military operation]. (In Russian).
Retrieved from https://cfuv.ru/
news/novogodnie-podarki-dlya-
svoikh

The Crimean Federal Univer-

sity named after V.I. Vernadsky.
(2024c, December 6). V Akademii
stroitel’stva i arhitektury Krym-
skogo federal’nogo universiteta
sostojalas’ lekcija, posvjashhennaja
gerojam special’noj voennoj opera-
cii [The Academy of Construction
and Architecture of the Crimean
Federal University hosted a lecture
dedicated to the heroes of the
special military operation]. (In
Russian). Retrieved from https://
cfuv.ru/news/lekciya-o-geroyakh-
svo-sostoyalas-v-kfu

The Crimean Federal Univer-
sity named after V.I. Vernadsky.
(2024b, December 12). Na baze
Medicinskogo instituta Krymskogo
federal’nogo universiteta sostojal-
sja master-klass po takticheskoj
medicine [A master class on
tactical medicine was held at the
Medical Institute of the Crimean
Federal University]. (In Russian).
Retrieved from https://cfuv.ru/

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

news/master-klass-dlya-otryada-
samooborony-bars-rk-proshjol-
v-kfu

The Lebedev Physical Insti-
tute. (2023). Itogi pervoj Zimnej
shkoly po finansovoj bezopasnosti v
“Siriuse” [Results of the first Winter
School on Financial Security at
“Sirius”]. (In Russian). Retrieved
from https://www.lebedev.ru/
ru/smi-o-nas/2023/57-dek-
abr-2023/4154-18-12-2023-rossi-
jskaya-akademiya-nauk-itogi-per-
voj-zimnej-shkoly-po-finansovoj-
bezopasnosti-v-siriuse.html

UNESCO. (1945). Education un-
der enemy occupation in Belgium,
China, Czechoslovakia, France,
Greece, Luxembourg, Netherlands,
Norway, Poland (Bulletin No.

3). Retrieved from https://eric.
ed.gov/?id=ED542753

UNESCO. (2024). Analysis of war
damage to the Ukrainian science
sector and its consequences. Re-
trieved from https://www.unesco.
org/en/articles/analysis-war-dam-
age-ukrainian-science-sector-and-
its-consequences

Vlasenko, M., & Zelmanov, E.
(2023). Voices from the bombed
universities of Ukraine. American
Mathematical Society. Retrieved
from https://www.ams.org/no-
tices/202306/rnoti-p987.pdf

Zelenetska, V. (2024, December
26). The occupiers have created a
program for Ukrainian children
to study in russia. Retrieved from
https://unn.ua/en/news/the-oc-
cupiers-have-created-a-program-
for-ukrainian-children-to-study-
in-russia

http://dx.doi.org/10.21511/ppm.23(2-5i).2025.11



Problems and Perspectives in Management, Volume 23, Issue 2, 2025

APPENDIX A. The case of Crimean University

Before annexation, it was Taurida National
University named after V.I. Vernadsky. After an-
nexation, the name was changed into Crimean
Federal University named after V. I. Vernadsky.
Following the annexation of Crimea, Russian au-
thorities created the Crimean Federal University
in January 2015, closing seven Ukrainian univer-
sities and colleges and five research centers.

Taurida National University Rector Vladimir
Kazarin estimates that of a university population
of 76,000 before annexation, Crimea lost 50,000
people in three years, including 20,000 students
who left for the mainland. Many teachers left for
Russia, mainland Ukraine, or abroad.

Taurida National University relocated to Kyiv in
mid-2016. At the beginning of 2018, the univer-
sity’s population was estimated at 5,000 (Roache,
2018).

The number of students at Crimean Federal
University is 30,000+. The total number of uni-
versity employees is 6,567, including 2,851 faculty
members. International organizations do not ac-
credit the Crimean Federal University; its diploma
is not recognized anywhere outside of Russia. The
international academic community limits interac-
tion with institutes and scientists registered in the
occupied territory. Crimean students cannot do
internships outside of Russia.

Despite such limitations, Crimean Federal University
is used to spread Russian propaganda within the in-
ternational academic community, actively supports
the war against Ukraine, and helps to assimilate
Ukrainians on the temporarily occupied territories.

Next, Crimean Federal University named after V.
I. Vernadsky is an active supporter of war against
Ukraine. The Rector of the Crimean Federal
University named after V.I. Vernadsky Falaleev
Andrey Pavlovich signed the so-called Rector’s let-
ter (a public letter of support of invasion and ag-
gression against Ukraine signed by rectors of 300+
Russian universities). After that, Crimean Federal
University became deeply involved in aggression
against Ukraine.

The Tavrichesky College of the Crimean Federal
University named after V.I. Vernadsky (2024a) was
collecting New Year’s gifts for the combatants of
the special military operation. The students were
proud of the soldiers. Almost every letter contains
warm words addressed to the soldiers, wishes for a
speedy victory and requests to return home quick-
ly alive and well.

A master class on tactical medicine was held at
the Medical Institute of the Crimean Federal
University (2024b). Its participants were 20 fight-
ers of the Bars self-defense unit of the Republic of
Crimea. The classes were conducted by cadets and

Table A1l. Stolen Ukrainian universities and research centers used to create the Crimean Federal

University

Stolen Ukrainian universities

Stolen Ukrainian research centers

1. Taurida National University named after V. I. Vernadsky
(including the University College, Scientific Library and the
Computer Technology Center)

2. National Academy of Environmental and Resort Construction

3. Southern Branch of NUBIPU “Crimean Agrotechnological
University” (including Bakhchisaray College of Construction,
Architecture and Design, Crimean Agro-Industrial College,
Pribrezhny Agrarian College, Crimean Technical School of
Hydromelioration and Agricultural Mechanization)

4. Humanities and Pedagogical Academy (the city of Yalta,
including the Evpatoria Institute of Social Sciences, the
Institute of Pedagogical Education and Management and the
Economics and Humanities College)

5. Crimean Economic Institute

6.  Crimean Institute of Information and Printing Technologies
(including the Department of Training Junior Specialists)

7. Crimean State Medical University named after S. I.
Georgievsky (including the Medical College)

:1.  Crimean Scientific Center
2. Seismology Department of the Institute of Geophysics named

after S. I. Subbotina

3. Crimean Scientific and Methodological Center for Education

Management

i4.  Crimean Branch of the A. E. Krymsky Institute of Oriental

Studies

i5.  Head Territorial Research and Design Institute

“KRYMNIIPROEKT”

6.  Crimean Experimental Station of the National Scientific

Center “Institute of Experimental and Clinical Veterinary
Medicine”

;7. Crimean Mountain and Forest Research Station
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employees of the Military Training Center of the
Crimean Federal University.

“Such classes have been organized since the begin-
ning of the special military operation. In addition
to conducting them, our cadets work in the hospi-
tal on a voluntary basis. There they help wounded
SVO fighters. In addition, the guys are actively in-
volved in volunteering, including traveling to the
Kherson region.”

A lecture dedicated to the heroes of the special
military operation was held at the Academy of
Construction and Architecture of the Crimean
Federal University (2024c). The event was or-
ganized within the framework of the proj-
ect “Knowledge.Heroes” of the Russian society
“Knowledge” and was timed to coincide with the
Day of Heroes of the Fatherland.

Crimean Federal University has stolen not on-
ly Ukrainian academic institutions but all their
infrastructure, including academic journals.
Overall, there were 25+ journals stolen’.

For example, the “Bosporos Studies” journal
(Bosporskie issledovaniya) was founded by the
Crimean branch of the Institute of Oriental

N

\

PUBLISHERS' DISCOVER SEARCH
AREA ISSN SERVICES 'OPEN ACCESS RESOURCES
cord

Home > Search results > Re

2413-1938

ldentifiers X
Key-title Bosporskie issledovania
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2413-1938

Title proper- Bosporskie issledovania. b

v
Bosporos studies

A Links ang

int

date: 05/02/2024
Confirmed

ISSN Centre for Ukraine

ISSN or title

Studies named after A.E. Krymsky of the National
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine (Simferopol) in
2001. Since 2015, the Crimean Federal University
named after V.I. Vernadsky has stolen this journal,
along with all its archives and ISSN.

The International ISSN Center did nothing to pre-
vent this theft. For years, it has been providing and
confirming the ISSN of this journal® (see Figure Al).

In 2024, the International ISSN Center decided to
legalize the theft and illegally changed the coun-
try from Ukraine (see Figure A1) to International’®
(see Figure A2).

As a result, stolen journals, as well as authors who
publish in international journals, can be used as
sources of Russian propaganda.

The source of the Russian propaganda is another
interesting issue. Here is an example of the paper
from the stolen Crimean Federal University:

Birkun, A. (2024). Misinformation on first aid for
seizures communicated through the fastest grow-
ing social media platform: A cross-sectional study
of TikTok content. Epilepsy & Behavior, 161, Article
110116. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.yebeh.2024.110116

FREE ACCESS @ fr

KEEPERS
REGISTRY

ISSN
INTERNATIONAL CENTER

Search

Advanced search ROAD search The Keepers search

Sl

~ My Tools
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Discover all the features
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records
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Figure Al. A screenshot from the ISSN portal for the record 2413-1938 (date of access May 1, 2024)

1 https://science.cfuv.ru/nauchnye-zhurnaly-kfu
2 https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2413-1938
3 https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2413-1938

166

http://dx.doi.org/10.21511/ppm.23(2-5i).2025.11



Problems and Perspectives in Management, Volume 23, Issue 2, 2025

1€
A ldentifiers
Key-title Bosporskie issledovania
2413-1938
oY
2413-1938
v m Title proper Bosporskie issledovanid. Bocnopckvie uccnefoBaHna
- fle: Bosporos siudies
~ Links International
N

on date: 03/07/2024
Confirmed

onsible of the record: CIEPS - 1ISSN

For all potential issues concerning this bibliographic record (missing or wrong data etc.), please contact the ISSN National Centre mentioned above by clicking on the link.

Figure A2. A screenshot from the ISSN portal for the record 2413-1938
(date of access January 1, 2025)

In this paper, Ukrainian territory is marked as
Russia. The affiliation of the author is as follows:

Department of General Surgery, Anaesthe-
siology, Resuscitation and Emergency Medicine,
Medical Institute named after S.I. Georgievsky
of V.I. Vernadsky Crimean Federal University,
Lenin Blvd, 5/7, Simferopol 295051, Russian
Federation. Electronic address: birkunalexei@
gmail.com

This paper was published in the journal Epilepsy &
Behavior* (published by Elsevier).

Epilepsy & Behavior did not provide any compli-
ance related to author affiliation and allowed the
marking of Ukrainian territory as Russia and use
as an affiliation a stolen Ukrainian university.
However, it was just the first step. Next, this paper’
was indexed by Scopus, the biggest international
scientometric database (see Figure A4).

fiil Access through your organization

Purchase PDF Patient Access

Epilepsy & Behavior

Volume 161, December 2024, 110116
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Misinformation on first aid for seizures
communicated through the fastest growing
social media platform: A cross-sectional
study of TikTok content

Alexei A, Birkun &

Department of General Surgery, Anaesthesiology, Resuscitation and Emergency Medicine,

Medical Institute named after S.1. Georgievsky of V.I. Vernadsky Crimean Federal

University, Lenin Blvd, 5/7, Simferopol 295051, Russian Federation

Received 29 July 2024, Revised 23 October 2024, Accepted 24 October 2024, Available online 6
Movember 2024, Version of Record 6 Movember 2024,

Figure A3. A screenshot from Elsevier for the record 10.1016/j.yebeh.2024.110116
(date of access January 1, 2025)
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Thanks to Scopus, this article was presented to As a result, millions of readers all over the world
the international academic community. The same are now misled to think that Crimea is part of
applies to PubMed ¢, the biggest database of refer- the Russian Federation and that Crimean Federal
ences and abstracts on life sciences and biomedi- University is not a stolen Ukrainian university
cal topics (see Figure A5). (actually a number of Ukrainian academic insti-
tutions) but a legal Russian academic institution.

Also, this paper, as well as the author, are present

on ResearchGate’ (Figure A6).

6 https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39510014/

7 https://www.researchgate.net/publication/386309749_Misinformation_on_first_aid_for_seizures_communicated_through_the_fast-
est_growing_social_media_platform_A_cross-sectional_study_of_TikTok_content

/I 68 http://dx.doi.org/10.21511/ppm.23(2-5i).2025.11



Home @ Questions Jobs

ResearchGate

Article

Misinformation on first aid for seizures communicated
through the fastest growing social media platform: A
cross-sectional study of TikTok content

Problems and Perspectives in Management, Volume 23, Issue 2, 2025

Search for research, journals, people, ete. Q
Research Interest Score 01
Citations 0
Recommendations 0
Reads (@ 2

December 2024 - Epilepsy & Behavior 161(10):110116

DOI: 10.1016/].yebeh.2024.110116

@ Alexei A, Birkun

&

Alexei A. Birkun

DMedSc - Professor (Associate)

Institution

V.. Vernadsky Crimean Federal University

Skills

Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation - Cardiac Arrest -
Emergency Medical Services + 9 others

(7 Follow )

ments

Learn about stats on ResearchGate

Citations References (37)

Request full-text Share v More

nlo abstract

Figure A6. A screenshot from ResearchGate for the record 386309749

(date of access

January 1, 2025)

APPENDIX B. The case of Donetsk University

Before annexation, the name was Donetsk
National University named after Vasyl Stus. After
annexation, Russia changed it into Donetsk State
University. Despite having lost its entire mate-
rial and technical base which remained in occu-
pied Donetsk, by November 3, 2014, the Donetsk
National University resumed its educational ac-
tivities in the central part of Ukraine in the city
of Vinnytsia. 70 percent of the thousand teaching
staff and 60 percent of the 14,000 university stu-
dents managed to move there (Nosok, 2024).

Donetsk State University is a stolen version of the
Ukrainian Donetsk National University named af-
ter Vasyl Stus. According to their official site, the
total number of students is 16,500. Donetsk State
University is an active supporter of the war against
Ukraine.

As part of the campaign “Everything for the
Front. Everything for Victory”, which is regu-
larly held at the Faculty of Law, a diesel heat
gun was purchased for our combatants through
the joint efforts of all employees (Donetsk State
University, 2024a). Deputy Dean for Educational
Work Svetlana Gulina organized the delivery

8
9

https://donnu.ru/science/journals
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2415-8720

http://dx.doi.org/10.21511/ppm.23(2-5i).2025.11

of aid to the destination. “Having received the
valuable cargo, our defenders expressed their
gratitude to everyone and sent a video message
with words of gratitude. We hope that our mod-
est assistance will help bring victory closer!”

On December 4, the Center for Ethnopolitical
Rehabilitation of Donetsk State University,
with the support of the Russian Ministry of
Education and Science, held a strategic ses-
sion entitled “Modern History of Novorossiya.
Practice of Civil Resistance to Neo-Nazism”
(Donetsk State University 2024b). The event
was dedicated to the tenth anniversary of the
Russian Spring in Donbass. Scientists from
Donetsk, Moscow, Luhansk, Rostov-on-Don,
Melitopol, and Genichesk gathered at the V. Dal
Leningrad State University to summarize and
scientifically systematize the practical experi-
ence of civil resistance of Novorossiya residents
to Ukrainian neo-Nazism.

Up to 20 Ukrainian journals were stolen as well®.
All these journals confirmed their ISSN in 2024.
Below is just one example: “Studia germanica, ro-
manica et comparatistica™.
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These stolen journals, as well as the affiliation of
the stolen Donetsk State University, are actively
used for Russian propaganda within the interna-
tional academic environment.

Here is how it works for the case of the following
paper by the author from Donetsk State University:

170

Limanskii, D.V,, & Malamud, M.M. (2024). On
subordination conditions for systems of minimal
differential operators. Journal of Mathematical
Sciences, 286, 109-136. https://doi.org/10.1007/
s10958-024-07493-3

This paper was published by the leading inter-
national publisher Springer Nature in its jour-
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nal “Journal of Mathematical Sciences.” Author
D. V. Limanskii is affiliated with Donetsk State
University, Donetsk, Russia. As can be seen
(Figure B2), Springer Nature does not provide any
compliance regarding ISO 3166 and ignores the
fact that Donetsk is a Ukrainian city and Donetsk
State University is a Ukrainian university stolen
by Russia .

Afterward, this paper appeared in Scopus, where
Limanskii D.V. is affiliated with Donetsk State
University, Donetsk, Russian Federation " (Figure
B3).

This paper is also presented on ResearchGate'
(Figure B4).

10 https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10958-024-07493-3#citeas
11 https://www.scopus.com/record/display.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85210511743&origin=recordpage
12
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APPENDIX C. The case of Luhansk University

Before annexation, one had Luhansk State
Medical University. After annexation, the uni-
versity became Luhansk State Medical University
named after St. Luke. Luhansk State Medical
University named after St. Luke is a stolen version
of Ukrainian Luhansk State Medical University,
which was relocated in 2014 from Luhansk to
Rubizhne and in 2022 from Rubizhne to Rivne.
Luhansk State Medical University named after St.
Luke (2024a) is an active supporter of war against
Ukraine.

On December 15, students Shumskikh A.A. and
Omelchuk I.A. together with the supervisor de-
livered medicines, syringes, warm socks and let-
ters to the “N” location. All combatants were very
grateful to our students for their support and care.

On December 16, employees of the Department of
Hygiene and Ecology, together with students of the
Federal State Budgetary Educational Institution
of Higher Education Luhansk State Medical
University named after St. Luke (2024b) of the
Ministry of Health of Russia, joined the important

IN

LSSN ™
PORTAL

patriotic action “Congratulate a Hero on the New
Year”, organized by the administration of the city
of Luhansk. The goal of the action is to support the
participants of the special military operation, who
are away from their families during the holidays,
defending the Motherland.

Representatives of the Fund for Assistance
to Disabled People and Veterans of Combat
Operations “We Don’t Abandon Our People”
arrived at the Department of General Medical
Practice and Medical Rehabilitation of the
Luhansk State Medical University named after St.
Luke (2024c), where the project “One for All and
All for One” supported by the Presidential Grants
Fund for the rehabilitation of demobilized partici-
pants of the Special Military Operations is being
implemented.

Together with Luhansk State Medical University,
Russia has stolen the journal Problemy ekolohich-
noi ta medychnoi henetyky I klinichnoi imunolo-
hii [Problems of ecological and medical genetics
and clinical immunology]®.
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Figure C1. A screenshot from the ISSN portal for the record 2409-4617
(date of access January 1, 2025)
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This paper was published by the leading interna-
tional publisher Springer Nature in its “Russian
Journal of Bioorganic Chemistry” (Figure C2).
Author E. Yu. Bibik is affiliated with St. Luke
Luhansk State Medical University, 91045, Luhansk,
Russia. As can be seen, Springer Nature does not
provide any compliance regarding ISO 3166 and
ignores the fact that Luhansk is a Ukrainian city
and that Luhansk State Medical University is a
Ukrainian university stolen by Russia .
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Afterward, this paper appeared in the Scopus
database where Bibik, Elena Yu is affiliated with
Luhansk State Medical University, named after St.
Luke, Luhansk, Russian Federation'® (Figure C3).

Afterward, the same (meaning Ukrainian univer-
sity is marked as Russian and Ukrainian territory
is marked as the Russian Federation) appears in
the academic papers" (Figure C4).
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Also, this paper'® is presented on ResearchGate
(Figure C5), where one of the co-authors, V.
Dotsenko®, is affiliated with another stolen
Ukrainian University, Vladimir Dal’ Luhansk
University (Figure C6).
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